
 

2023 For His Children Mission Trip Information 

WHAT: For His Children (FHC) operates two orphanages for abandoned infants and 
children in Quito and Latacunga, Ecuador. Many of them (though not all) 
have special medical needs. There are currently about 56 children at the 
two facilities of For His Children.  

WHEN: The trip will take place during the week of February public school vacation, 
Feb. 18 – 25, 2023. It is usually from Saturday to Saturday, depending on 
airfare rates and availability.  

WHERE: For His Children’s orphanages are located in Quito and Latacunga, Ecuador. 
Ecuador is a small South American Country and is bordered by Colombia to 
the north, Peru to the south and the Pacific Ocean to the west. Ecuador is 
divided into three main regions; the Oriente (the Amazon Jungle) to the 
east, the Coastal area to the west, and the Sierra, which includes the 
majestic Andes Mountains forming a backbone running north to south 
through Ecuador. You will be in the Sierra region.  

The original orphanage was opened in Quito in 1990. Quito, the nation’s 
capital, sits high up in the Andes at over 9,300 feet in altitude. A second 
orphanage was opened in 2005 in a town called Latacunga. This town is 
about 2 hours south of Quito and is known for its warm and friendly people.  

WHO: All members of the Wellesley Village Church and Charles Street AME church 
are welcome to participate. It is recommended that children be over 12 
years of age, and that all travelers be in good general health. A parent must 
accompany children under age 18. .  The 2023 group will consist of 12 
members, and are usually comprised of a combination of individuals, family 
members and entire families. 

THE DETAILS....  

WHAT YOU WILL DO:  Your participation in the daily care of the children (holding, 
feeding and playing with them) is most welcome and encouraged. Trip 



participants spend time playing with the children, organizing some 
activities at the orphanages and going on outings with the children. As a 
group you will do some sightseeing in Quito and go to a large Ecuadorian 
outdoor market. You will be led by a FHC professional, and will have a cook 
at both sites. You can participate in cooking and clean-up. In addition, there 
are often a variety of maintenance and landscaping jobs available for those 
who are interested.  

WHERE YOU WILL STAY:   You will be housed in comfortable buildings on-site at the 
FHC properties. Both homes have a full kitchen, living areas, multiple 
bathrooms, sleeping rooms, laundry facilities, hot water and Wi-Fi.  

WHAT IT WILL COST:   The cost of the trip is two-fold: Part I covers food, lodging, 
transportation and a project contribution and is $1,050 per person; Part II 
covers airfare, which can range between $1,200 - $1,300. We will be 
finalizing airfare this summer as soon as we have our total group formed. 
We are announcing this trip early in order to obtain a lower airfare cost, 
and hope to have our final group committed by July.  $2,300 - $2,400 per 
person is a good ballpark figure. Resident Meghan Berkowitz will be your 
2023 Pastoral trip leader, along with a trip leader member from the group.  

WHAT ABOUT HEALTH RISKS? The only significant concern is that because of the 
altitude, people with certain heart or respiratory ailments should check 
with their doctors before planning this trip. Most people do not experience 
any altitude sickness. There is no danger of Malaria or any other mosquito 
driven disease because of the altitude. It is recommended that you get a 
Hepatitis A and Hepatitis B shot to prevent unpleasant bacterial infections, 
and you should have an up-to-date Tetanus Booster. Under all 
circumstances, please check with your own doctor or at one of the 
International Travel Clinics for professional advice.  

WHAT’S NEXT? If you’d like more information, or would like to sign up for the trip, 
please contact Nancy Smith (nancyjsmith@comcast.net), 781-431-7921. Sign-up is on a 
first-come basis. This group will have a maximum of twelve participants and we expect 
that it will fill up quickly. There is a $100 nonrefundable deposit per person ($200 
maximum per family). Checks should be made payable to Wellesley Congregational 
Church with “FHC February 2023 trip” in the memo line. Please send the deposit to 
Nancy at 194 Cliff Road, Wellesley, MA 02481, along with all the contact information for 
each traveler: name, address, birthdate, phone, and email address. Additional forms and 
deposits will be due once the final participant list is confirmed.  

An orientation meeting will be held in the Fall in order to meet your fellow mission 
travelers, go over many more details of the trip, how to prepare, etc. After that you will 



meet as a group to plan activities for the children and discuss any fundraising you may 
want to do. In the meantime, be sure your passport is up to date or go to the nearest 
Post Office to get Passport information.  

 

 
 


